
From: Evelyn Lee
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Attachments: Comments of OACC to Oakland PC 21-04-21.docx

[EXTERNAL] This email originated outside of the City of Oakland. Please do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and expect the message.

Good afternoon, Commissioners and Staff:

Please accept the attached comments of the Oakland Asian Cultural Center regarding
the Howard Terminal Project.  (This version supersedes the draft previously sent to
Mr. Vollman.)

Thank you,
Evelyn C. Lee
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Planning Commission of the City of Oakland

250 Frank Ogawa Plaza

Oakland, CA 94612





	Re:  Howard Terminal Oakland Waterfront Ballpark



Good Afternoon Commissioners and Staff:



My name is Evelyn Lee. I am the president of the Board of the Oakland Asian Cultural Center.



The Oakland Asian Cultural Center (OACC) is a non-profit organization dedicated to presenting art and culture of Asian and Pacific Islander communities to promote cross cultural understanding and social justice.  We are actively participating in the development of the Community Benefits Agreement (CBA) required as a condition of the City’s approval of the Howard Terminal Project.  



We are evaluating the DEIR in our role as stewards of the cultural resources in the historical district of Oakland Chinatown.  Our Chinatown is an authentic community of people from China and Eastern Asia that remains intact because businesses, social resources, and residents can thrive in Chinatown.  It is supported by people who bring their families and friends to Chinatown to share their cultural heritage. Chinatown is a historic district and resource for helping all Oaklanders to understand the evolution of Chinese in America. 



Chinatown will be severely impacted by the Howard Terminal Project as proposed.  Today my comments explain how traffic cutting off access to Chinatown threatens to extinguish Oakland Chinatown.  



The most egregious impact on Chinatown will occur on ballgame days, or whenever the multi-use stadium is used.  People getting to the stadium, whether in their own vehicles or third-party drivers, will create traffic gridlock.  



The Draft EIR does not address the gridlock on local roadways created by the traffic plan that provides only 2,000 parking spaces for a 35,000 person capacity ballpark and the expected 32,000 vehicle trips created by the ballpark. The gridlock and traffic created by the dependence on street parking and off-street parking in the surrounding neighborhoods and areas such as Chinatown is not addressed. 



Not only will West Oakland neighbors be deprived of their parking, the circulating vehicles will cause traffic jams beyond the immediate neighborhood, reaching into Chinatown.  As an example of the spill-over effect, when the Raiders were at the Coliseum, there were traffic jams on the Nimitz, even though there was plenty of parking available.  



The Draft EIR does not address the gridlock on City of Alameda commuter traffic attempting to use the Webster and Posey Tubes at peak PM hours.  This route goes through Chinatown.  Nor does it address the effect of traffic congestion on the 980/880 freeway on ramps/off ramps around Chinatown.



The project threatens Chinatown’s very existence because it creates traffic that will choke off access to Chinatown by people who would patronize the local businesses and restaurants.   When businesses fail, the community will be faced with boarded up buildings, the risk of blight, and insecurity for the people who live and work in Chinatown.  We have already seen the effects of the loss of commerce in Chinatown due to COVID-19, and blocking access to Chinatown can only contribute to the downfall of the local community.  The City should not tolerate development that would wipe out the authentic neighborhood replace it with gentrification on the heels of the Howard Terminal Project.  

The finding of Less Than Significant after Mitigation is nothing more than wishful thinking and failure to address (or intentional disregard for) the impacts on the surrounding neighborhoods, including Chinatown.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.



Evelyn Ching Lee

President of the Board

Oakland Asian Cultural Center
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The Draft EIR does not address the gridlock on City of Alameda commuter traffic attempting 
to use the Webster and Posey Tubes at peak PM hours.  This route goes through Chinatown.  
Nor does it address the effect of traffic congestion on the 980/880 freeway on ramps/off ramps 
around Chinatown. 
 
The project threatens Chinatown’s very existence because it creates traffic that will choke off 
access to Chinatown by people who would patronize the local businesses and restaurants.   
When businesses fail, the community will be faced with boarded up buildings, the risk of blight, 
and insecurity for the people who live and work in Chinatown.  We have already seen the 
effects of the loss of commerce in Chinatown due to COVID-19, and blocking access to 
Chinatown can only contribute to the downfall of the local community.  The City should not 
tolerate development that would wipe out the authentic neighborhood replace it with 
gentrification on the heels of the Howard Terminal Project.   
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Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 

 
Evelyn Ching Lee 
President of the Board 
Oakland Asian Cultural Center 
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